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[Abstract] The new resettlement residential areas sur—
rounding development zones have often be mixed space of local
landless peasants and migrant labors residents” sense of place
there may be weak and thus leads to complicated social contra—
diction. Public space may be a commendable platform for impro—
ving residents” communication in new communities which may
promote the reconstruction of social network and the formation of
collective memory and thus strengthening residents” sense of
place. Based on the survey in typical communities surrounding
the Changsha Development Zone this essay provides a prelimina—
ry discussion on the role of public space on residents” sense of
place in communities. It shows that public space has generally
enhanced the communication between locals and migrants in new
communities which promotes the new social network of resi—
dents and provides the platform for continuing locals” collective
memory as well as sharing some new collective memory among
all residents. Therefore the public space may play an important
role in reconstructing residents” sense of place. However the util-
ity of public space for locals and migrants may be unbalanced
and its role should not be overestimated.

[Key words] public space; sense of place; development

zone; community; Changsha
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