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Wu Feibai’s Study of Mingxue of the Pre-Qin Period and the Possibility of the New Mingxue
Jin Rongdong

Abstract: There is a widely participated and continuous discussion about ming (% /name)

and related issues in ancient China. Historically speaking, Wu Feibai is the first to introduce the

term of mingbian (% ##/name and argumentation) into the study of mingxue (% %/the learning of

ming) of the pre-Qin period, and discuss the key issues and components of mingbianxue (% 7%

[the learning of mingbian). Later he extends his scope of research from mingbianxue to the whole

mingxue of the pre-Qin period, and divides the latter into six schools, one of which is mingbian,
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by the different main ideas of their respective discussions of ming. In contrast to the so called “old
study of mingxue” that takes the logicization of mingxue as its dominant method in modern China,
Wu Feibai’s explication of both mingbianxue and the whole mingxue of the pre-Qin period shows
justifiably the possibility of the new mingxue in contemporary China.

Key words: Wu Feibai; mingbianxue; mingxue; the logicization of mingxue; the new

mingxue

14



