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On the Pluralist Interpretations of the Essence of Mingbian during the Last 20 Years
JIN Rong-Dong

(Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: In the field of the study of mingbian, an ancient Chinese discourse on name and
argumentation, the logicization of mingbian has lost its paradigmatic status since the middle of
1990s, the interpretation of the essence of mingbian enters into a stage of pluralist approaches.
The pluralist interpretations carry the diversity of research methods a step forward, make explicit
the obscurity of the multiple connotations of mingbian, and impel the scholars to rethink the
relationship between mingbian and ancient Chinese logic. On the other hand, the pluralist
interpretations of the essence of mingbian also introduce some questions that should be treated
seriously, for example, is mingbian itself established or becoming? is the essence of mingbian one
or many? what is the relationship among the pluralist interpretations? This article argues that it
would be prudent to pay more attention to the history of mingbian and its multiple connotations
rather than the simple determination of so called the essence of mingbian.

Key words: mingbian (an ancient Chinese discourse on name and argumentation); paradigm;

the logicization of mingbian; pluralism
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