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Administration, Market and Profession. Three Governance
Patterns of Tiered Medical Services and Their Practice in Urban China
Yao Zelin

Abstract; Successfully providing tiered medical services is a key point of the new reform of
healthcare system. Based upon the experience of urban China, this paper summarizes three patterns of
governance of the system of tiered medical services: administration, market, and profession. The three
paiterns have their own mechanism to providing tiered medical services: command, price, and
professional authority. Before the Reform, the system was dominated by administration governance. After
the Reform, this patten still dominates the system, and market governance also plays a minor role.
However, profession governance has not functioned in the system as supposed. Therefore, this paper
suggests that medical doctors should be given professional autonomy. Only three patterns of governance
function well, the system can operate well.
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