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Abstract

How did Newton Formulate His Cosmological Ideas ?
Yuan Jiang—yang, Wang Ke—di

The authors analyzed the formation of Isaac Newton’ s cosmological ideas. Newton did not
develop his reflection on cosmology based on the pure mechanism or principle of mechanics as
mechanists did in 17" century, while combined his view about God, the physics laws he discov-
ered, and the alchemical cosmologies of his time to formulate a united explanation to the creation
of the world. He made his representation on cosmology in the manner of natural theology that
prevailed in 17" century England. He considered that our world stemmed from the will of God,
and the world is a finite one in the infinite space. God, he believed, has never given up his crea-

tures and continually provided power to its to keep this world alive.

Some Retrospection on “Man by His Efforts Can Conquer Nature’

Luo Jian— jin

The notion that “man by his efforts can conquer nature” embodies man’ s position in nature
and the relationship between man and nature. It is not only a subject of study in the areas of Chi-
nese ideology history and science history, but, as a guidance theory and ideology in the formula-
tion of “nature-reforming” policies in China for the past decades, it also has a profound influence
on a wide range of issues. Therefore, to look into the notion and its influence can be of fundamen-
tal importance and significance in studying the history of Chinese science ideology and modern

Chinese scientific policies. This paper gives a careful review of the notion and its background.
Joseph Edkins and Scientific Exchange between China and the West
Wang Xiao— ¢in

This paper deals with the life and labors, especially those on scientific ex change between Chi-
na and the West, of Joseph Edkins (1823—1905), the famous British sinologist.
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