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Abstract: In the 17th -19th centuries . French mathematicians set forth {our elementary methods of computing the
number m: methods of perimeters. of arcas. of isoperimeters and of equal areas. all of which approximate = {rom
two sides. Compared with these methods. L.1U Hui’s cyclotomic rule. which approximates n from one side. can
lead us to the extrapolate method. and so is superior. The studies made in this paper conclude that mathematical

exchange between China and the West 18 mutually beneficial.
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