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A File of Mathematical Cranks Which Will Never be Out of Date

WANG Xiao-qin
(Department of Mathematics, East China Nomal University, Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: A Budget of Paradoxes, abook written by the famous British mathematician Augustus De Morgan (1806— 1872), is a unique volume of clas-
sical historical documents on various kinds of mathematical cranks w ho tried to solve such problems as trisection of an angle quadrature of circle duplica-
tion of a cube etc., and dreamed of raising their names to the word and winning the rew ard which had never been offered It will never be out of date
because it portrayed most vividly and satirized most profoundly mathematical cranksin the past, at present and even in the future. Having read this books
you will find it unnecessary to make any comments on the contemporary cranks you met unexpectedly or reporters reported lengthily.

Key words; Augustus De M organ; Quadrature of a circle; trisection of an angle; mathematical cranks.
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On Dialectical Unity of Technological Improvement that
Conforms with Purpose and Regularity

1 2
WU Hong', LIU Zhe-yuan
(1. Northeastern Univesity, Research Center for Philosophy of Science and Technology; Shenyang 110004, China;

2. Dalian University of Science and Engineering, School of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Dalian 116024, China)

Abstract: Technology is existent. It is not object, butitcan’ t deviate from it. Itisn’ t human being cerebrum’ s ownrcreation, howeves itcan’ t lose
human being cerebral thinking ; Technology is a kind of coalescent in the course of human being subject continuous pursuit and technology object gradu-
al appearance; T echnological improvement not only embodies the purpose that meet human being increasing demand, but also reflects inner certainty of
its own evolution; Techmological improvement is dialectical unity that conforms with the purpose of human being subject and inner certainty of its own
evolution.

Key words: techmology; improvement; pupose certainty; dialectical unity
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