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Biot and the History of Chinese Mathematics (p.67)
WANG Xiao—qin
The French Simlogist €. Biot was one of the first western scholars who studied the Chinese mathematics works other
than Zhou Bi Suanjing. He studied and made known to the west Chen Dawei’ s Suan Fa Tong zong, Chinese positional
value notation and translated the whole Zhou Bi. Due to his limited Chinese knowledge, he couldn’ t properly understand
Li Ye' s Yigu Yanduan, and consequently knew nothing about mathematics of the Song and Yuan Dynasties. He misun-
derstood the original text of the Zhou Bi Suanjing and therefore failed to introduce the true Zhou Bi Suanjing into the

west. Therefore, €. Biot didn’ t act as the foremnner in the field of the history of ancient Chinese mathematics.

The Interaction of Epistemological Ideas between China and the West in Late Ming(p.73)
SHANG Zhi— cong
Beside the Sino—western interaction of knowledge, the interaction of epistemological ideas flom the two sides was
conducted in Late Ming, and the Principle of Gewuqiongli was formed. Being a general epistemological idea, the Princi-
ple of Gewuqiongli adopted the ideas of Jiwugiongli and the cognition by irstinct from China, and the ideas of clear con-
cept and proposition and the cognition by deduction from the west as well. Two methods of wgnition were fomed from the
principles of Gewugqiongli, the cognition by instinct and the wgnition by deduction. The first one could mot be expressed
in formal rules, and hardly be used, but the second was used widely then. However, the principle of Gewugiongli was

important epistemological idea utilized by the scholars in the Sino—western interaction of knowledge in Late Ming.

The Evolution of the History of Ideal Concept(p.78)
DENG Ming—1li, WANG Shu—hong
Ideal is one of the most important concepts in abstract algebra, especially the theory of commutative ring. It is also
an indispensable basic tool to study algebraic number theory. Being abstract and complicated, the cncept was poorly un-
derstood for a long time, and it took mowre than 120 years to be mature. Considering the development of mathematical
structure as a hint, this paper completely and systematically reviewed the evolution of ideal concept that is up to 1930s,
by remarks upon the achievement of some key men in history. It has highly theortical value for the research of the history

of modern algebra and the progress of modern structural mathematics.

Continue To Discuss Textual Research Problems of Historical Materials
in the History of Science and Technology (p. 84)
WANG Xing—wen
This article proves the importance of textual research of historical materials to scientific and technological history re-
search through some papers and books owing to textual research errors of Xiyuanlu and wrong explanations to China’ s an-
cient historical materials of science and techmology of Liyuese’ s the History of China’ s Science and Technology and mis-
takes of Canshixingjing’ s writer as Cande, Shishen during the Warring Periods. We raised some practical suggestions to

avoid these errors.
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