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The Educational Value of the History of Mathematics Viewed by American Scholars

WANG Xiao-qin, LIN Yong-wei
(Department of Mathematics, East China Nomal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The 1970s saw the establishment of a new research field in mathematics education focusing on the relationship betw een the history and peda-
gogy of mathematics. From the end of the 19" century on, many of the American historians and educators of mathematics have dealt with the educa-
tional functions of the history of mathematics, greatly promoting the foundation and develbpment of HPM. The history of mathematics can amuse the
students’ interest, make them draw mathematical thoughts from the original works, humanize the mathematics, enforce the students’ confidence when
they encounter the difficulties orfrustrations, enable the teachers to perceive the students’ cognitive processes, help the students understand and appre-
ciate mathem atics. T hese functions can be used for reference in our practice of using history in the science education.
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Distinguishing the Concepts Alike in the Theory of Popularization of Science

YIN Zhao-peng

(The Research Center of Science, Technology and Society, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, C hina)

Abstract More and more attention is paid to the theory of PS (popuhrization of science), but some concepts alike such as SC (science communica-
tion), technology communication and science and technology communication, etc are not distinguished clearly. Why be so and how to understand it ?
The author argues that science and technology should be distinguished. By the history of the reltion of science and technology, we can explain it rea-

sonably and find more.

Key words; science; technobgy; communication
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