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The Production Mechanism and Legitimacy Construction of Internet Encyclopedia Knowledge :
Taking the Wikipedia Entry " Diaoyu Islands" as an Example

Gan Lihao, Pang Yanru

Abstract: In the Internet age, Wikipedia knowledge is an important part of human social knowledge. Its legitimacy comes
from a series of ideological operations: assuming that the Internet is democratic; assuming that democracy can achieve
fairness and justice; assuming that transparency can prevent manipulation; assuming that group thinking is perior to the
individual thinking; assuming that the flowing content of the dictionaries can overcome the prejudice brought by space,
time and culture; assuming that the editing behavior of the global netizens can achieve a true "comprehensive balance" .
However, from the pespetives of the text, user and platform rules, analyzing the “Senkaku Islands(Diaoyu Islands)” entry
in the English Wikipedia , we can find that the main body of the item presents the characteristics of pro—Japanese, the num—
ber of pro—Japanese netizens in the editorial community greatly surpassed the pro—China netizens, and the management
mechanism set by the platform could not substantially supervise the bad editing behavior of active users. On the whole, the
“Diaoyu Island” entry does not achieve a true “comprehensive balance” of knowledge. In this sense, Wikipedia is not
only ahuman knowledge storage platform, but also an international discourse struggle and negotiation platform.
Keywords: Wikipedia; legal legitimacy; external communication; national image; sovereignty
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