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An Rhetoric Analysis of Government Apology from the Perspective of Behavioral Dramatism

Taking the Philippine Government’s Apology for the Manila Hostage Incident as an Example
GAN Li-hao, CAO Xiao-tong, TANG Xiao—hui
(School of Communication, ECNU, Shanghai200241, China)

Abstract: The courage to apologize is a manifestation of a country’s ruling civilization. In international
conflicts, many foreign governments use the dramatic symbolic meaning of apology to effectively enhance their
international image. From the perspective of constructive discourse analysis and within the theoretical
framework of behavioral dramatism, this paper reviews the Philippine government’s carefully constructed apology
for the Manila hostage incident, and finds out some basic principles of the government’s apology for international
political events: the priority of human common value in the choice of motivation, the combination principle in
the choice of scene, the coordination principle of identity choice, the 14 strategy principle of discourse choice
and the borrowing principle of time choice.

Key words: Constructive Discourse Analysis; Behavior Dramatism; Government Apology; International

Events; Manila Hostage Incident
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