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From Carnival to Empathy: The Rhetoric of National Image in the Opening
Ceremony of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics during the Pandemic from the Perspective
of History of Ideas of Sports Landscape
GAN Lihao
(School of Communication, East China Normal University, Shanghai 20024 1; National Discourse

Ecology Research Center, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: The Tokyo 2020 Olympics is the first Olympics in the 120 years of modern Olympic history
that was postponed for a year due to non-human threats. In a global grieving context and under the
influence of the Japanese aesthetics of pathos, the Opening Ceremony of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
gave up the usual style of Dionysian carnival and chose pathos and empathy instead. Starting from
"empathy", it had a fine philosophy and illustrated the Olympic spirit by programs, music, dance, the
choice of performers, and symbolism and constructed a national image of a modern country that cares
for the weak and is pluralist, harmonious, and empathetic. It marked a new start in the history of ideas
in landscape shaping: from anthropocentrism that purposes the human will to non-anthropocentrism
that respects nature and life.

Keywords: COVID-19; Tokyo 2020 Olympics; national image rhetoric; landscape shaping; history of

ideas

From Craft to Art: New Paradigm of Protecting Handicraft as Non-Intangible
Cultural Heritage
ZHOU Jiwu, WU Weiyi
(School of Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093)

Abstract: Folk handicraft is a representative of outstanding traditional Chinese culture. While
integrating into the international system and discourse of intangible cultural heritage protection, the
transformation and innovation of traditional Chinese handicrafts shall focus on Chinese characteristics
and Chinese wisdom and breakthrough the Western binary opposition of "refined and raw"or "art and
culture". To make problem-oriented interdisciplinary researches, one should disperse the ambiguity in
and controversies over the concept of "non-intangible handicraft", resolve the conflict between "the
name and the reality" and "the craft and the art", remodel the social-cultural context, and shift the
paradigm of non-intangible cultural heritage protection from "craft" to "art".

Keywords: handicraft; non-intangible cultural heritage protection; craft; art
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