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An Analysis of Buzzwords: From Logocentrism to Decentralization

Gan Li-hao
( School of Communication East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

ABSTRACT: Buzzwords can be considered from two different perspectives. One is based on the logocentrism in
the modern linguistic theory and the other the decentralized discourse theory in the postmodernism. While the
former pursues the certain definition the unity of standards and the generating mechanism of buzzwords from the
perspective of linguistics the latter from the perspective of politics and sociology explores the relationship be—
tween buzzwords and power ideology and culture. From the later perspective that is different from the currently
popular trend of buzzword studies in China the study in this paper finds the decentralizing function of buzzwords
that removes the authority breaks the monopoly and destroys the rationality in such five aspects as language
politics economy culture and spirit. However the decentralization of buzzwords tends to breed the populism and
further undergo recentralization triggering the mass incidents. Only on the basis of equality justice and impar—
tiality can the public administration effectively supervise the buzzwords and prevent them from becoming the car—
riers of populism.
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