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Analysis of Government Apology Strategies on
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Taking U. S. Government Apologizes for Tarski’s
Syphilis Experiment as an Example
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Abstract  Apologizing for historical events is a manifestation of the state’s
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ruling civilization. The American and Australian governments have borrowed dra-
matic symbolic meanings repeatedly from apologies for historical events to en-
hance their image at home and abroad effectively. This paper discusses on the
Clinton government apology discourse on “ Tarski Kyrgyzstan Syphilis Experi-
ment” of 1997 who carefully constructed from the perspective of constructive dis-
course analysis on Behavioral Drama Theory. The study found some basic princi-
ples of government apologizing for historical events: prudent principle, the high-
est value principle and the five element principle which includes some sub crite-
ria- “reconciliation principle” in motivation choice, balance principle” in
scene choice, “coordination principle” in identity choice, “14 strategy princi-
ple” and “prototype narrative principle” in discourse choice, and “borrowing po-
tential principle” in time choice.

Keyword Constructive discourse analysis, Behavioral dramism, Govern-

ment apology, Historical events, Tarski’s Syphilis Experiment
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B3R 1
President Clinton’s Speech of Apology for the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment
TEARY R K T 2k 5 Al A S0 Y e O

Ladies and gentlemen,

on Sunday, Mr. Shaw will celebrate his 95th birthday. I would like to recog-
nize the other survivors who are here today and their families; Mr. Charlie Pollard
is here. Mr. Carter Howard. Mr. Fred Simmons. Mr. Simmons just took his first
airplane ride, and he reckons he’s about 110 years old, so I think it’s time for him
to take a chance or two. I'm glad he did. And Mr. Frederick Moss, thank you,
sir. I would also like to ask three family representatives who are here Sam Doner is
represented by his daughter, Gwendolyn Cox. Thank you, Gwendolyn. Ernest Hen-
don, who is watching in Tuskegee, is represented by his brother, North Hendon.
Thank you, sir, for being here. And George Key is represented by his grandson,
Christopher Monroe. Thank you, Chris. I also acknowledge the families, commu-
nity leaders, teachers and students watching today by satellite from Tuskegee.
AT, JetEA]:

JA B, BIeERRBUbE 95 2 4 H , FALR 4IRS KA 89 H Al
SEAFENHRE . AR - P, R - R, IRERTE - IS
PESET A WIS AL T A N RO ER—BE RAL, fiitHie & 110 ¥ 1, FrLA3k
YOMIZITEIX R CHLAIPL 2y, FRAR M4 1, I AR v - Bt
Az, BHER, Stk BRI B = K EAER . i LS iR Z
#h - HIElCREE - 298, WK, IEAER T LR R 2, KK
PR - o AL - U CRAR BB, Jed, R
B, RPN TS - s UERTRIA - Al R, e Hr, FRab K
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The White House is the people’s house; we are glad to have all of you here
today. I thank Dr. David Satcher for his role in this. I thank Congresswoman Wa-
ters and Congressman Hilliard, Congressman Stokes, the entire Congressional
Black Caucus, Dr. Satcher, members of the cabinet who are here, Secretary Her-
man, Secretary Slater, a great friend of freedom, Fred Gray, thank you for fighting
this long battle all these long years.

ERARMNE, RATREE SR BRITTA A, FESER
T« HARE A T T VR, TR B IR, A5 A A T A A
ARBAIFE e, B E SO BN BEBIRTE A, AR OB R
2, ACBCREE, ARNTA dmmHRAMITA, ShERTE - AE, BRI
LA TR] AR A

The eight men who are survivors of the syphilis study at Tuskegee are a living
link to a time not so very long ago that many Americans would prefer not to remem-
ber but we dare not forget. It was a time when our Nation failed to live up to its i-
deals, when our Nation broke the trust with our people that is the very foundation
of our democracy. It is not only in remembering that shameful past that we can
make amends and repair our Nation, but it is in remembering that past that we can
build a better present and a better future. And without remembering it, we cannot
make amends and we cannot go forward.

TER T ES M S P SR F B A R IS M 2 i L
HER . XIWWIFRIF 236 E AR, HEATAABESS, AR AT
FUALIAC B, TATAEZRIR T ANRXTEATEE, Wi m{EE
JXE%TI]%IE‘J%EH FATAELCAE | BIEFUE S FATIE Zx 2L ] ki i
2, T HESCAE, i AR RUR, FRATAT LA AT A B R 36
BFRIAK ﬁ'ﬁwﬁﬂ@z g, FAIARE RS, WARERTIE

So today America does remember the hundreds of men used in research with-
out their knowledge and consent. We remember them and their family members.
Men who were poor and African-American, without resources and with few alterna-
tives, they believed they had found hope when they were offered free medical care

by the United States Public Health Service. They were betrayed. Medical people
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are supposed to help when we need care, but even once a cure was discovered,
they were denied help, and they were lied to by their Government. Our Govern-
ment is supposed to protect the rights of its citizens; their rights were trampled up-
on—40 years, hundreds of men betrayed, along with their wives and children, a-
long with the community in Macon County, Alabama, the City of Tuskegee, the
fine university there, and the larger African-American community.

AR, FRENLZFRICB A AR P B A 2T R A B Rt
IARSRRIR I SEERE . FATHZICARBITRMBITR R A, 3 E AL TR
S E R R IAR AL E PIRSF IS, M T A 43 T A5, Al
ST R, CYIRAIFEE BB, BTGNS TR, BT E
GBSy, BRI, AR, AATRA TR BRI 1 e FE BUM %
TRAP A R, ATRABNTRACRI BB 1 40 4, a4 5 iRy
LETMZT, AP SIS B BT, BRI R, D
LSRRI T S R A XA BBURT 52

The United States Government did something that was wrong, deeply, pro-
foundly, morally wrong. It was an outrage to our commitment to integrity and e-
quality for all our citizens. To the survivors, to the wives and family members, the
children, and the grandchildren, I say what you know: No power on Earth can give
you back the lives lost, the pain suffered, the years of internal torment and an-
guish. What was done cannot be undone. But we can end the silence. We can stop
turning our heads away. We can look at you in the eye and finally say on behalf of
the American people, what the United States Government did was shameful, and 1
am sorry. The American people are sorry—for the loss, for the years of hurt. You
did nothing wrong, but you were grievously wronged. I apologize, and 1 am sorry
that this apology has been so long in coming. To Macon County, to Tuskegee, to
the doctors who have been wrongly associated with the events there, you have our
apology, as well. To our African-American citizens, | am sorry that your Federal
Government orchestrated a study so clearly racist. That can never be allowed to
happen again. It is against everything our country stands for and what we must

stand against is what it was.

REBUFH T —PHERRRRN, TGEhy, AERIEE, RAA
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FRARIR, 2 RS IRAT] 2480k 52 B A 05 35 B, VR B0 MU AT 17
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So let us resolve to hold forever in our hearts and minds the memory of a time
not long ago in Macon County, Alabama, so that we can always see how adrift we
can become when the rights of any citizens are neglected, ignored, and betrayed.
And let us resolve here and now to move forward together. The legacy of the study
at Tuskegee has reached far and deep, in ways that hurt our progress and divided
our Nation. We cannot be one America when a whole segment of our Nation has no
trust in America. An apology is the first step, and we take it with a commitment to
rebuild that broken trust. We can begin by making sure there is never again anoth-
er episode like this one. We need to do more to ensure that medical research prac-
tices are sound and ethical and that researchers work more closely with communi-
ties.

I, S EFRATHROAGEER IO BT 7 T A BN AHT R A 31, DA
ERNTERER R, TR RIOPFIP I, 2T, HIEH[LZ AR
BEATR, LEIRATTEA e — B AT 7R84 T 3 R T A X TS i gt P
IS 2 RHBE R E AT . EERITAER DR T, HEATERS
AR ERAMGAE L AU, FATIHARER y— D KH, BERORSH L,
TR AR Wi (5 AT . FRATAT LATF A6 0 O FE A A AR X R — 4
i, FATREMEEL T, BRIREE AU SR 2 FIIETE, FRIRITSEA
RS XEREAAE,

Today I would like to announce several steps to help us achieve these goals.
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First, we will help to build that lasting memorial at Tuskegee. The school founded
by Booker T. Washington, distinguished by the renowned scientist George Wash-
ington Carver and so many others who advanced the health and well-being of Afri-
can-Americans and all Americans, is a fitting site. The Department of Health and
Human Services will award a planning grant so the school can pursue establishing a
center for bioethics in research and health care. The center will serve as a museum
of the study and support efforts to address its legacy and strengthen bioethics train-
ing.

SR, BAREAI VLB DTN T L Hbr, 56—, FATRAT D)
TER TR AN KIS . AR S NS S5 S dupe i B Bh -4l %eih
HE A BAZRTNG - 4B - K3 (George Washington Carver) , ZASHRMAEZ
K7 - A& (Booker T. Washington) , AR 122 FLAth HE Bl E U 765 € = AFN
AT L B FISERR IO, RISZ A 2R, I AR AT RO T Thr At
LA P DR AR B S A DT A T IR ST A
TAE,

Second, we commit to increase our community involvement so that we may
begin restoring lost trust. The study at Tuskegee served to sow distrust of our medi-
cal institutions, especially where research is involved. Since the study was halted,
abuses have been checked by making informed consent and local review mandatory
in federally funded and mandated research. Still, 25 years later, many medical
studies have little African-American participation and African-American organ do-
nors are few. This impedes efforts to conduct promising research and to provide the
best health care to all our people, including African-Americans. So today, I'm di-
recting the Secretary of Health and Human Services, Donna Shalala, to issue a re-
port in 180 days about how we can best involve communities, especially minority
communities, in research and health care. You must every American group must
be involved in medical research in ways that are positive. We have put the curse
behind us; now we must bring the benefits to all Americans.

B, AR, RAPEEC TN AKX S5, LUERATA L
W R EWGE, (IR PEAT RIS, fEFRAT], Rl 2 Or o i ey
M, XFERSPHUG A TONMEAE . TEREREE IS, IR B B AN A Y
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Third, we commit to strengthen researchers’training in bioethics. We are con-
stantly working on making breakthroughs in protecting the health of our people and
in vanquishing diseases. But all our people must be assured that their rights and
dignity will be respected as new drugs, treatments and therapies are tested and
used. So I am directing Secretary Shalala to work in partnership with higher educa-
tion to prepare training materials for medical researchers. They will be available in
a year. They will help researchers build on core ethical principles of respect for in-
dividuals, justice, and informed consent, and advise them on how to use these
principles effectively in diverse populations.

=, FADREISERHFEA R EYE I, FATABEC) TR
N BRSSO T7 I IAE, (H2, FRNTBTA R AR AT, ]
AUBCM RIS ™ A 208, OB 2%, 1677 R ik f 45 B R g A Y
It AR IEAESG T Shalala B84 55 28 F S 1E, WEE=20FTEN BRME & Hiilaf
o M TR E— AR NS HEIX B I 55, AT TR BY AT R S L S A AL IR
SCRUAE R BB BRIEIN , IF A el 2 AN [R] A oA R A P sk 28 J5U 0 2
HEH

Fourth, to increase and broaden our understanding of ethical issues and clini-
cal research, we commit to providing postgraduate fellowships to train bioethicists
especially among African-Americans and other minority groups. HHS will offer
these fellowships beginning in September of 1998 to promising students enrolled in
bioethics graduate programs.

S0, A T HEIENY ORIRAT A B R A R A A, TR
MRFTE AR, BEVIHER 6 R Al B RV AE A (e BE~7 5K, HHS
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1998 479 H T4 A A BE S A W) (8 B~ BT 5 A DR 1~ A R itk s
FE

And finally, by Executive order I am also today extending the charter of the
National Bioethics Advisory Commission to October of 1999. The need for this com-
mission is clear. We must be able to call on the thoughtful, collective wisdom of
experts and community representatives to find ways to further strengthen our protec-
tions for subjects in human research. We face a challenge in our time. Science and
technology are rapidly changing our lives with the promise of making us much
healthier, much more productive and more prosperous. But with these changes we
must work harder to see that as we advance we don’t leave behind our con-
science. No ground is gained and, indeed, much is lost if we lose our moral bear-
ings in the name of progress. The people who ran the study at Tuskegee diminished
the stature of man by abandoning the most basic ethical precepts. They forgot their
pledge to heal and repair. They had the power to heal the survivors and all the oth-
ers, and they did not.

WAL, MRAETEGE S, ARG 2EAEY BT NR R SRR R
#1999 4F 10 H, #esifix A2 R i oRIg 2 J0EE IRy . FRNTLAZTRETS I
LRI ARAELSTRERES, BHERIRE T, BOkdt—L et A
FWFFERH BB FA T R PR, Bhr R IE A SO FA 119
At (ERRATHRRE, SRR, TR, (HE, MLz, i1
UEINSS JIE ], HIRATRTHERmeE, FATA T RAL BA b AN
N, WERIRATLABED A4 SR ZETERYHE Y, 5 B RFREARNE, 1alE
WS (Tuskegee) HEATHIFEMIANTILF 1 B AEAREERNL, MTIFEAR T
NBREF  ARATEAE T B O S 0G T B R A 1A BE T BRIR=E 173 Al
P AN, (B 1A

Today, all we can do is apologize. But you have the power, for only you, Mr.
Shaw, the others who are here, the family members who are with us in Tuskegee
only you have the power to forgive. Your presence here shows us that you have
chosen a better path than your Government did so long ago. You have not withheld
the power to forgive. I hope today and tomorrow every American will remember

your lesson and live by it. Thank you, and God bless you.
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