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Twentieth Century’s Drama Metaphor Theory from the Perspective of
Conceptual Blending Theory
GAN Li-hao

(School of Journalism and Communication, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Based on different drama metaphors of Humanities and Social Sciences in the twentieth Century, this
study finds out the internal mechanism of theoretical invention. Social science scholars extract some elements from stage
drama, which form the input space 1, and extract some elements from the object of study which form the input space
2, then integrate the two spaces in the brain’s cognitive space, which establishes the emergent structure. The emergent
structure promotes the academic innovation. Because of the limitation of the frame space and the frame integration,
these new dramatic metaphor theories have some defects. Therefore, they should not only learn from each other, but also
carry out interdisciplinary integration to develop the source of drama metaphor elements and drama theories, which can
help to invent new drama theories and analyze different cases.

Key Words: frame structure; drama metaphor; scientific rhetoric; conceptual blending; discipline integration
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