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PR BROE B S = 4R B A B OC R — BT BB B0 A A 55 3h 1 B A A AT S5 Ak 1 AR
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KEELGFHMAL | 0.520™ | 0.407" 0.155 0.304" 0.333™ 0.328" 0. 406"
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FKARIERT WA ES.
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Job Quality and Subjective Well-being in Urban China
QING Shisong(East China Normal University, 200241)
ZHENG Jiamei (Shanghai Finance University, 201209)
Abstract; In this paper, we take subjective well-being (SWB) as an indicator of people’s livelihood.
Using data for urban China from the Chinese General Social Survey 2003 — 2010, we apply various
subjective and objective indicators of job quality to address the question of whether and how job quality
contributes to SWB in China. Using ordered probit estimator, our analysis supports that job is an
important source of SWB. However, not any job, but only high quality job can increase SWB. As a
subjective job quality indicator, overall job satisfaction has a strong positive impact on SWB, and often
workers with low job satisfaction are worse off than those without a job. In terms of objective indicators
of job quality, we also find that there is no significant difference in SWB between dispatched or casual
workers and unemployed. The results of path and mechanism analysis indicate that dispatched or casual
work not only lowers individual SWB directly, but also decreases SWB indirectly by lowering job
satisfaction and the sense of income equity. Using life satisfaction index for measuring SWB, our findings
are consistent with that using one item self-reported well-being as an overall indicator. By this reason,
the increase trend of SWB in China in recent ten years can be partly attributed to the improving of job
quality under active labor market policy. We hope that the findings of this research will contribute to
shaping public policies aiming at enhancing the quality of employment and in turn workers’ well-being.
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