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Gender Role Attitudes, Family Responsibilities and Female-male Labor
Force Participation Patterns
Qing Shisong

Abstract: Using data from Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS), we analyze the impact of gen-
der role attitudes on labor force participation and gender differences in China. We find that traditional
gender role attitudes have strong negative effect on female labor force participation and no significant
effects on men. Thus, gender role attitudes play an important role in gender division of labor. If gender
role attitudes changing from modernism to traditionalism, gender differences in the probability of labor
force participation will broaden from 9.7% to 26.1%. Especially after marriage and childbirth, women
compared to men (husbands) take primary responsibility for family because of traditional family and
gender ideology, so that marriage and parenthood are major life events that affect gender division of la-
bor. Our study provides a sociocultural perspective for understanding the gender difference in patterns
of labor force participation. We also discussed the implications for socio-economic policies under the
background of deep aging society.

Keywords: Gender Role Attitudes; Labor Force Participation; Gender Division of Labor; Work-
family Conflict

O TR T4 (RIS AT A Z A 5 k- LU 93 A0, L 2N SR, (AL WP eie A)2015 4558 3015 AR H i - (T
LM CERAYIR S 2258 015) , CASCRED2014 4555 11 4.

100



