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On Urban Historiography ( by CHEN Heng)

Abstract: Urban history is different from urban historiography. The former is an object of study whereas
the latter is a subdivision within the modern discipline of historiography. Urban historiography studies the
origin development and transformation of cities as well as the process of urbanization from the perspective of
historiography. The rise of urban historiography results from the great impact of rapid urbanization upon
society the rapid development of historiography and the influence of other academic disciplines. Arising since
the end of World War II ~ “urban historiography” as a discipline has been generally accepted in the academic
circle. It is giving inspirations to observe the transformations of human civilization from the urban perspective.
If stretching the time scale of urban historiography to cover the whole of the 20" century we may find that it
has gone through several important changes as the time goes by. Therefore critical studies of urban
historiography for the purpose of learning experience from others and establishing our own theoretical frames
and conceptual systems of urban historiography are theoretically and practically significant.

Keywords: urban history urban historiography urban studies transformation

The Modernity of Shanghai in the Age of Great Unrest ( by ZHANG Ji-shun)

Abstract: Since 1949 the society in Shanghai has witnessed great revolutionary changes. However the
orientation of urban culture and taste in daily life hidden behind these changes have not gone completely.
Observing some scenarios in the novels i.e. WANG Cheng—=zhi’ s The Alley of Tonghe WANG An-yi’s The
Age of Enlightenment and JIN Yu-cheng’ s Blooming Flowers from a perspective of historical study we can
find that there is not only rupture but also continuity between the old and the new ages. Even in the age of great
unrest the modernity in Shanghai tenaciously survived in a hidden way. Historical memories and cultural
inertia coexist in drastic intergenerational replacement in Shanghai which has formed the fundamental vitality
and characteristic of Shanghai culture.

Keywords: reconstruction of continuity the age of unrest modernity of Shanghai

On the Role of a Cultural Map in the Construction of Collective Memory in
an Urban Block: Based on the Survey of the Activity of “Jiangning in

Memory” ( by KONG Xiang CHEN Pin-yu & WEN Ying—=i)
Abstract: The activity of “Jiangning in Memory” conducted by Jiangning Road Sub-district Office Jing’
an District Shanghai is a response to the rapid change of an urban block by retaining local collective memory.
By applying multiple qualitative research methods such as non-participatory observation household interview
depth interview of key figures and text analysis this paper explores whether a cultural map could be an
effective carrier of local collective memory and analyzes the mechanism of subject participation and its
influence on the construction of local collective memory through the compilation process of a cultural map. It is
found that the cultural map in the activity of “Jiangning in Memory ” can be an effective carrier for the
construction of local collective memory within which the residents’ participation is an important condition.
There exists unequal power relationship among different subjects in the compilation of a cultural map and its

elements selection which shows that the local collective memory carried by a cultural map is also a result of
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social construction. Finally this paper discusses the significance of the activity of “Jiangning in Memory” for
urban space making and the construction of local collective memory.

Keywords: cultural map collective memory local collective memory. “Jiangning in Memory”

French Cities in the State Formation in the Late Middle Ages (by ZHU Ming)

Abstract: In recent years the study of European urban history has witnessed the rise of the national
perspective. Different from the tradition of emphasizing autonomous cities this new perspective focuses on the
interaction between a nation-state and its cities and examines the nation-state development by investigating the
cities. The construction of France as a nation-state is a long process of temporal and spatial evolution. It was
not merely a product of modern construction since the development of the city in the late Middle Ages had laid
a spatial foundation for it. The control of the feudal territory and the expansion of the border areas by the Valois
Dynasty effectively promoted the formation of the monarchy’ s territorial state. In order to effectively control the
country and expand the territory the crown convened hierarchical councils in regional central cities set up
courts integrated national transportation and strengthened national economic layout developed national
markets in major cities and transformed frontier cities. These measures reflected the creation of France as a
modern nation-state based on cities and centered on strengthening the kingship. Studying the formation of a
country by investigating a city provides us with a new perspective.

Keywords: France late Middle Ages state formation city

On the Legislation of Coal Smoke Abatement in Britain in the Beginning of
the 20" Century (by LU Wei4ang)

Abstract: The problem of urban coal smoke pollution had become increasingly serious since the steam
engine drove the industrial revolution in Britain. All the British society looked for solutions within which the
smoke abatement legislation was very important. The Public Health( Smoke Abatement) Act of 1926 was the
result of the efforts to introduce legislation to reduce smoke emissions in the UK since the 19" century. It had
a relatively clear definition and punishment measures for commercial smoke emission in the UK and had made
some achievements in dealing with coal smoke pollution in the industrial society. It used national legislation to
control air pollution which provided a legal basis for smoke abatement and set a precedent for similar
legislation in the future.

Keywords: Britain coal smoke abatement legislation Public Health( Smoke Abatement) Act
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