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Political ecology: Rethinking the environmental issues in western academia

YUAN Chao CHEN Pinyu KONG Xiang
( The Centre for Modern Chinese City Studies FEast China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China; School of Urban and Regional Sciences East
China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: With the global ecological crisis becoming increasingly prominent political ecology has become a re—
search hotspot in western academia at the end of the 20th century which provides new thinking for understanding
the relationship between human and nature and analyzing environmental problems. On the contrary Chinese
scholars pay less attention to political ecology which brings difficulties to the development of related research.
Therefore this paper summaries the main content of Western political ecology research from its origin theoretical
basis and research themes and finally tries to propose research agenda that would expand this field further. It is
found that radical development geography and cultural ecology provide driving force for the development political
ecology. The theoretical basis includes "the tragedy of the commons" ecritical environmental history Marxist po—
litical economy moral economy and everyday resistance feminist development studies governmentality and the
creation of subjects. There are five themes including degradation and marginalization conservation and control
environmental conflicts and exclusions environmental subjects and identities political objects and actors. From
research perspective the political ecology emphasizes that environmental issues should be studied in a broader
political and economic background and relational network of different spatial — temporal scales which also stres—
ses that the local knowledge the costs of environmental change from regional to global and the power game a—
mong different subjects play the important roles in social and environmental change.

Key words: political ecology; environmental issues; power; rethinking



