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A Review on the Role of Knowledge in Creative Thought
Hao Ning, Wu Qinglin
(School of Psychology and Cognitive Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062)

Schematic knowledge, associational knowledge and case-based knowledge play an important role in creative thought. Principles and

characters involved in schema provide bases for the formation of new concept, and have impact on the originality of idea generation. Associational

knowledge influences the range and quality of information searching, and plays an important role in the idea generation and idea evaluation of creative

thought. Abundant information involved in cases facilitates individuals in forming complex mental models based on fewer cases, and in carrying out such

cognitive process as problem construction, conceptual combination, idea generation, idea evaluation in creative thought. Some types of knowledge are

required to be transferred to certain cognitive processing, and certain processing utilizes one or more types of knowledge. Various types of knowledge

interact with each other in the process of creative thought, the effects of which include inhibitory, compensatory, facilitative and synergistic ones.
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