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What Kind of Employment System Reform is Needed in Chinese Universities
Lu Wei
(National Institutes of Educational Policy Research, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract: The reform of the employment system in China’s universities is the result of the combined effect of the
institutional environment for the reform of the personnel system in public institutions and the technical environment for the
market—driven higher education governance. While this reform has achieved certain results, it has also caused problems such as
misplaced system functions, distorted employment standards, vacant teachers’ rights, and poor leaving channels. The rool cause
is that the logic of competition is partially embedded in the higher education’ s administrative system, it has neglected the
uniqueness of colleges and universities as a teaching and research organization and the inherent laws of academic development.
Therefore, what our universities urgently need is the reform of the employment system based on the internal logic of academic
organizations. This not only needs to improve the employment system itself at the micro level, but also depends on adjusting and
optimizing the relationship between the government and universities at the macro level, and establishing a higher education
governance system that fully respects the spontaneous order of academics.

Keywords : university teacher, personnel system, employment system reform, academic logic
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