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Higher Education Integration Process in the Yangtze
River Delta from the Perspective of Governance:
Progress, Dilemma and Breakthrough

LU Wei

Abstract: The integration of higher education in the Yangtze River Delta has undergone a transformation from
early sporadic and spontaneous actions to a government-led model. Although the integration progress has been obvious
with the continuous increase of policy driving force, there is still a gap with the high-quality integration goal of better
adapting to the needs of regional economic and social development and optimizing the allocation of regional higher
education resources. The reason is institutional. In terms of local-local relations, the “block-by-block™ administrative
division structure limits the interests of local higher education; in central-local relations, the championship system that
encourages local competition has a restrictive effect on the integration of regional higher education; in the relationship
between the state and society, government management of colleges and universities is still centralized, which
inhibits the endogenous motivation of colleges and universities in the Yangtze River Delta to participate in regional
cooperation; in the relationship between government departments, the tendency of fragmentation of government
governance leads to limited integration policies. Achieving high-quality integration requires systematic innovation in
regional higher education governance, and it is necessary to take parallel measures including: creating a functional zone
for higher education in the Yangtze River Delta to strengthen regional planning and transcending the boundaries of
administrative divisions; building a diverse higher education in the Yangtze River Delta integrate incentive mechanisms
to guide changes in local government behavior; implementing the autonomy of colleges and universities in the Yangtze
River Delta and piloting corporate reforms to foster an integrated spontaneous order; establishing an integrated entity
coordination agency for higher education in the Yangtze River Delta to move towards holistic governance.

Key words: Yangtze River Delta; regional higher education; integration; high-quality development; governance
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