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reforms were carried out intermittently because of the repeated illness of the Shogun the social
turmoil such as the Shimabara rebellion happened frequently the situation in East Asian Seas was
tense and the policy of banning Christianity caused the political crisis contributed to the rapid spread
of the famine. In addition the governance system was hampered by the facts that livelihood issues were
previously outside the scope of the Shogunate governance and the expansion of primary-evel governance
authority have not yet been implemented limiting the ability of the Shogunate administrations at all
levels to provide famine relief. After the famine continuing to deteriorate or even affecting the samurai
class the Edo Shogunate finally took the initiative to adjust its measures to help small farmers by
lending grain providing relief and persuading the displaced people to return established civil affairs—
related institutions and enacted related governance ordinances realised the adjustments of the main
body of governance and the governance mechanism at the primary-level while alleviating the famine
and coping with the problems of livelihood. These adjustments contributed to the changes in the

governance of the Bakuhan system.

Qian Shenghua The 1863 Vietnamese Mission of Phan Thanh Gian to France and the Problem
of the Revision of the Treaty of Saigon

After the signing of the Treaty of Saigon in 1862 Emperor Tu Duc was dissatisfied with the terms
of the territory cession and promptly dispatched envoys to France to seek its revision. In the face of the
Western impact Vietnam that believed it had quickly found the logic of the ‘treaty system’ attempted
to take advantage of signing a new treaty. Frace also responded by facing with this unconventional
manoeuvre. It demonstrated its worldwide power during the journey of the Vietnamese mission to
France and ‘politically educated’ the Vietnamese mandarins in order to make them accept the rules of
modern diplomacy and integrate Vietnam into the colonial world. Throughout this interaction between
the two sides it became evident that there was heterogeneity within the colonial policy. Phan Thanh
Gian’ s Mission took France’ s financial woes as a breakthrough in negotiating the new treaty.
Nevertheless the options of Vietnam were limited by its historical experience with the previous
tributary system when the negotiations actually began. Even Aubaret who was the sympathetic
vietnamologist cannot truly assist the Nguyen Dynasty during the limited period of negotiations. The

strong resistance of the French navy ultimately resulted in the failure of the revision of the treaty.

Liang Jun and Liu Rui Apartheid and the Adjustment of the British Government Policy
towards South Africa in 1985
In 1985 due to the deteriorating situation in South Africa and the increasing pressure of sanctions

from the international community the Thatcher Administration was forced to consider adjusting its



