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We propose a scheme to obtain a highly efficient four-wave mixing �FWM� in a coherent six-level tripod
system by using a double-dark resonance and multiphoton destructive interference induced transparency. We
show both analytically and numerically that the optical-wave mixing in such a system with a pump wave and
an internally generated FWM wave mediated by electromagnetically induced transparency and hence propa-
gating with matched ultraslow group velocities can result in a significant enhancement of FWM conversion
efficiency. This interesting scheme may be used to generate coherent short-wavelength radiation in dense
optical media with very low pump-wave intensity.
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I. INTRODUCTION

It is well known that nonlinear optical processes can be
largely enhanced by utilizing resonant atomic and molecular
systems �1� and hence it is hopefully possible to obtain
highly efficient frequency conversions. Unfortunately, at-
tempts to use such resonance enhancement have long been
frustrated by the problem associated with serious optical ab-
sorption. However, this paradigm has been challenged by
recent theoretical and experimental studies on electromag-
netically induced transparency �EIT� �2,3�. By means of the
quantum interference effect induced by control laser fields,
the absorbtion of a probe laser field tuned to a strong one-
photon resonance can be largely suppressed and hence an
initially highly opaque optical medium becomes transparent.
The wave propagation in such EIT media displays many
striking features, including the drastic reduction of group ve-
locity and the significant enhancement of Kerr nonlinearity,
which are beneficial to certain important nonlinear optical
processes under weak driving conditions �2,3�. Based on
these features, it has been shown recently that optical soli-
tons with ultraslow propagating velocity are possible �4–8�.
On the other hand, high-efficiency multiwave mixing or
large parametric gain can also be achieved in such highly
resonant, phase-coherent optical media �3�.

The motivation for the study of four-wave mixing �FWM�
in EIT-related media lies in its interesting physical properties
and promising applications in high-efficiency generation of
short-wavelength coherent radiation at pump intensity ap-
proaching the single-photon level, nonlinear spectroscopy at
very low light intensity, quantum single-photon nonlinear op-
tics, and quantum information science. The FWM in EIT
media in the ultraslow propagation regime has been the focus
of several recent studies �9–17�. In Ref. �12�, Deng et al.
proposed a novel channel opening technique of FWM in a
four-level system based on EIT and associated ultraslow
propagation and showed that nonexisting wave-mixing chan-

nels may be opened deeply inside the medium and the effi-
ciency of the FWM can be significantly enhanced. Later on
two generalizations of Ref. �12� to five-level systems ap-
peared by replacing a two-photon transition into two one-
photon transitions in upper levels �Ref. �15�� or by using a
two-photon transition in upper levels but a tripod configura-
tion in lower levels �17�. However, in all these schemes the
FWM conversion efficiency is still low.

In the present work, we propose a six-level tripod scheme
to achieve a much higher FWM conversion efficiency than
that obtained in Refs. �15,17�. Different from the configura-
tion in Ref. �17�, we use two one-photon transitions in upper
levels and show both analytically and numerically that with
four continuous-wave �cw� control laser fields and a weak,
pulsed pump field, a pulsed FWM field can be effectively
generated. This different scheme may be used to generate
coherent short-wavelength radiation in dense optical media
with very low pump-wave intensity. The paper is arranged as
follows. In Sec. II we introduce the theoretical model of the
six-level tripod system. The analytical solution of this model
for the FWM is presented in Sec. III. In Sec. IV we discuss
the FWM conversion efficiency and make a detailed com-
parison between our result and those obtained by using dif-
ferent schemes. Finally, in the last section we provide a nu-
merical simulation of the FWM generation, compare the
numerical and the approximated analytical solutions, and
present a summary of the main results of this work.

II. MODEL

Consider a six-level tripod atomic system interacting with
one weak, pulsed pump field and four strong, cw laser fields
�see Fig. 1�. The pump field with center frequency �p �half
Rabi frequency �p, turned to �0�→ �3� resonance� serves as
the first step of the three-photon excitation of state �1�. Two
cw fields �a �half Rabi frequency �a� and �b �half Rabi
frequency �b� provide, respectively, two one-photon transi-
tions from �3� to �2� and �2� to �1� to complete the three-
photon excitation from state �0� to state �1�. Two additional
cw fields, with frequencies �c �half Rabi frequency �c� and*Corresponding author. gxhuang@phy.ecnu.edu.cn
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�d �half Rabi frequency �d�, respectively, form a tripod con-
figuration by the states �0�, �3�, �4�, and �5�, providing a modi-
fied EIT configuration and thus a dispersion manipulation of
the state �3�. � j �j=1–5� are detunings in relevant optical
transitions. It is expected that an internally generated pulsed
field with center frequency �m �half Rabi frequency �m,
turned to �1�→ �0� resonance� will appear through the FWM
process �0�→ �3�→ �2�→ �1�→ �0� with �m=�p+�a+�b.
The electric-field vector of the system is E
=�l=p,m,a,b,c,delEl exp�i�klz−�lt��+c.c., where el is the unit
vector of the polarization component of the electric field with
the envelope El. The Rabi frequencies are defined, respec-
tively, by �p= �ep ·p03�Ep /�, �m= �em ·p01�Em /�, �a

= �ea ·p21�Ea /�, �b= �eb ·p32�Eb /�, �c= �ec ·p43�Ec /�, and
�d= �ed ·p53�Ed /�, where pij is the electric dipole matrix el-
ement associated with the transition from �i� to �j�. In an
interaction picture and under rotating-wave and slowly vary-
ing envelope approximations, the dynamics of atomic re-
sponse and the optical field is governed by the Maxwell-
Schrödinger �MB� equations
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where dj =� j + i� j with � j being the detuning, aj and � j are,
respectively, the probability amplitude and the decay rate of
the atomic state �j� �j=0–5�. The coupling constants in Eq.
�1f� are given by �03�01�=Na�p�m��p03�01��2 / �2�0c��, with Na

being the atomic density. In addition, we have the relations
�1=�m−�10, �2=�m−�a−�20, �3=�p−�30, and �4�5�=�p

−�c�d�−�40�50� with �ij =�i−� j.

III. ANALYTICAL SOLUTION FOR A FWM

We now study the solution of a FWM problem based on
the MB equations �1a�–�1f�. Because the pulsed pump field
is assumed very weak, the atomic ground state �0� is not
depleted, i.e., a0
1. In this situation Eqs. �1a�–�1f� become
linear and hence can be solved analytically. A plane-wave
solution takes the form

aj = Aj exp�i�K���z − �t�� �j = 1 to 5� �2a�

�p�m� = �p�m� exp�i�K���z − �t�� . �2b�

It is readily to obtain the following relations

A1 =
�a�b

D
L4L5�p +

D1

D
�m, �3a�

A3 =
D3

D
L4L5�p +

�a
*�b

*

D
L4L5�m, �3b�

where we have defined D=L1L2L5��c�2+L1L2L4��d�2
+L1L4L5��b�2+L3L4L5��a�2−L5��a�2��c�2−L4��a�2��d�2
−L1L2L3L4L5, D1=L2L3L4L5−L2L5��c�2−L2L4��d�2
−L4L5��b�2, and D3=L1L2− ��a�2, with Lj =�+dj �j=1–5�.
The dispersion relation of the system is given by

K± =
�

c
+

�01D1 + �03L4L5D3 ± G

2D
, �4�

with G= ���01D1−�03L4L5D3�2+4�01�03L4
2L5

2��a�2��b�2�1/2.
Thus the system allows two branches of dispersion curves K+
and K−.

In Fig. 2 we have plotted the imaginary part of K+ �solid
line� and K− �dashed line� as functions of dimensionless fre-
quency �	, where 	 is the pulse length of the pump field.
Parameters are chosen as 	=1.0
10−6 s, �01=109 �s m�−1,
�03=1011 �s m�−1, �1	=3.0, �2	=5.0, �3	=−1.0, �4	=5.0,
�5	=−1.0, �1	=0.09, �2	=0.8, �3	=5.9, �4	=�5	=0, �a	
=10, �b	=152, �c	=4.0, and �d	=122. A realistic ex-
perimental candidate for such system is 85Rb atoms �15,16�.
We see that each branch of the dispersion curves has two
transparency windows for wave propagation. This interesting
property is due to a double dark resonance of the system
which has received considerable attention in recent years
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FIG. 1. �Color online� The energy-level diagram and excitation
scheme of a lifetime broadened six-state system interacting with
four cw control fields ��a,b,c,d�, and a weak, pulsed pump field ��p�
to generate a pulsed FWM field ��m�. � j �j=1 to 5� are detunings
for relevant transitions.
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�18–21�. Notice that the transparency windows are very dif-
ferent for the K+ and K− modes. It is expected that around
�=0 the absorption of the K+ mode is much less than that of
the K− mode for an optical thick medium �22�.

The general solution of Eqs. �1� can be obtained by the
Fourier superposition of the solution �2�:

�p�z,t� =
1

2�
�

−�

+�

d��Fp
+ exp�i+� + Fp

− exp�i−�� , �5a�
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+ �K− −
�

c
− �03

D3

D
L4L5	Fp

− exp�i−�� , �5b�

with ±=K±���z−�t, where Fp
± is determined by a given

boundary condition. For a FWM problem the boundary con-
dition is

�p�0,t� =
1

2�
�

−�

�

d� exp�− i�t��p�0,�� , �6a�

�m�0,t� = 0, �6b�

with �p�0,��=�−�
+�dt exp�i�t��p�0, t�. Then we obtain the

FWM solution

�p�z,t� =
1

2�
�

−�

+�

d�
U+ exp�i−� − U− exp�i+�

U+ − U−
�p�0,�� ,

�7a�

�m�z,t� =
1

2�
�

−�

+�

d�
U+U−

U+ − U−
�exp�i−� − exp�i+���p�0,�� ,

�7b�

with U±= ��01D1−�03D3L4L5±G� / �2�03�a
*�b

*L4L5�.

IV. FWM CONVERSION EFFICIENCY

The general expression of the FWM solution given by
Eqs. �7a� and �7b� can be simplified under suitable and real-
istic physical conditions. As in Ref. �16� we focus on the
adiabatic regime where the power series of K± and U± on �
converge rapidly. By taking K±=K±�0�+� /Vg±

+O��2�, U±

=W±�0�+O���, we obtain

�p =
W+ exp�iK−z��p��−� − W− exp�iK+z��p��+�

W+ − W−
,

�8a�

�m =
W+W−

W+ − W−
�exp�iK−z��p��−� − exp�iK+z��p��+�� ,

�8b�

where �±= t−z /Vg±
with Vg±

=1/Re���K± /����=0� being the
group velocity of the K± mode.

We are interested in the FWM problem for an optically
thick medium. From Fig. 2 we see that both Im K+ and Im K−
arse positive. However, around the center frequency of the
pump and FWM waves, i.e., at �=0, one has Im K−
� Im K+ �22�. Thus after propagating for a longer optical
depth the amplitude of the K− mode decays away rapidly and
hence the K− mode can be neglected. Then Eqs. �8a� and �8b�
are simplified as

�p�z,t� =
W−

W− − W+
exp�iK+z��p��+� , �9a�

�m�z,t� =
W+W−

W− − W+
exp�iK+z����+� . �9b�

We see that both the pump and the FWM fields have a
matched group velocity Vg+

. The FWM conversion efficiency
is given by �16�

� =
�W+W−�2

�W+ − W−�2
�exp�iK+z��2. �10�

The solid line shown in Fig. 3 is the result of � as a
function of dimensionless optical depth Na�01z, where �01
=p01

2 �m / �c�0��1� is absorption cross section related to the
FWM field. The parameters are chosen as Na=6.2

108 cm−3, �p01�=1.2
10−27 cm C, �m=299 nm. The other
parameters are the same as in Fig. 2. With these parameters
the optical depth from 0 to 4.4
102 corresponds to propa-
gating distance z from 0 to 2 cm.

For comparison we have also calculated the FWM con-
version efficiency in the case of no EIT effect �i.e., �c=�d
=0 �23��. The result is shown by the dashed line in Fig. 3.
We see that only for very small optical depth the FWM con-
version efficiency without EIT can be a little larger than that
with EIT �i.e., nonvanishing �c and �d�. However, as the
optical depth increases it decreases rapidly. In contrast, the
conversion efficiency with EIT has only a very slow decay.
Consequently, to increase the useful flux we need to work in
large optical depth regime where EIT is important so that the
system has a large FWM conversion efficiency. This is the

FIG. 2. �Color online� The imaginary part of the dispersion re-
lations Im�K+� �solid line� and Im�K−� �dashed line� as functions of
�	 of the six-level tripod system. The parameters of the system
have been given in the text. The inset shows the detail of Im K±

near �=0.
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key idea of channel opening technique �12,16�. The physical
reason for the above result is basically the same as that illus-
trated in Ref. �16� and can be understood as the outcome of
multiphoton destructive interference induced transparency.
When the FWM field becomes sufficiently intense, an addi-
tional excitation channel to the state �3�, i.e., �0�→ �3� via
�m+�a

*+�b
*, opens and becomes important. This efficient

backcoupling pathway leads to competitive multiphoton ex-
citations of the FWM generating state via five supplied and
one internally generated fields. This competition is destruc-
tive in nature, resulting in the suppression of the amplitudes
of the states �j� �j=1–3� and hence the transparency of the
pump and the FWM fields. In addition, with the parameters
used above, we obtain Vg+


1.2
10−5c, much less than the
light speed in vacuum. This matched, ultraslow propagating
velocity of both the pump and FWM waves increases the
field-medium interaction time and also results in an increase
of the FWM conversion efficiency of the system.

In order to demonstrate the advantage of our scheme, we
have made additional calculations on the FWM conversion
efficiencies relevant to different systems reported in the lit-
erature. The calculating result of � as functions of the dimen-
sionless optical depth Na�01z for different schemes is shown
in Fig. 4. In the figure, the dashed �dot-dashed� line is ob-
tained by taking �d	=0 ���2�	=103�1�, corresponding to
the five-level system used in Ref. �15� �Ref. �17��. The result
based on our six-level tripod system is shown by the solid
line. The parameters are the same as used in Fig. 3. Notice
that for illustration the � value of the five-level tripod system
used by Ref. �17� has been amplified 103 times.

From Fig. 4 we see that for an optical thick medium the
FWM conversion efficiency of our six-level tripod scheme
�solid line� is higher than that obtained by using the scheme
in Ref. �15� �dashed line�. The reasons are the following. The
main difference between our scheme and the one in Ref. �15�
is that we have utilized the double-dark resonance induced
by �c and �d while in Ref. �15� only a single-dark resonance
�i.e., conventional EIT� is used. The double-dark resonance
scheme has several advantages for enhancing the FWM con-
version efficiency in comparison with the single-dark reso-
nance one. For example, the double-dark resonance provides
two transparency windows, and in different windows the

FWM conversion efficiency are different. Due to quantum
interference effect there is one window in which the conver-
sion efficiency is bigger than the other. In addition, in the
double-dark resonance scheme more physical parameters
�e.g., the control fields �c and �d� can be manipulated and
hence one can select suitable parameters to make the conver-
sion efficiency higher than that in the single-dark resonance
case.

We see from Fig. 4 that, in comparison with the result
obtained by the five-level tripod scheme used in Ref. �17�
where the maximum FWM conversion efficiency is �max
=1.6
10−7 �dot-dashed line�, there is an increase of four
orders of magnitude by using our present six-level tripod
scheme �solid line with �max=2.1
10−3�. This giant increase
of � is due to the replacement of a two-photon transition
�used in Ref. �17�� by two single-photon transitions �used in
our scheme�. Because the transition probability of the single-
photon transitions is much bigger than the two-photon tran-
sition, the FWM conversion efficiency is hence largely en-
hanced. In fact, this idea has been used by the authors of Ref.
�15�, in which two single-photon transitions are employed to
replace the two-photon transition used in Ref. �12� and thus a
larger enhancement of the FWM conversion efficiency can
be obtained.

Last, let us make also a simple comparison on the FWM
conversion efficiency given by the dashed line in Fig. 3 �cor-
responding to four-level ladder-type scheme used in Ref.
�16�� and the dashed line in Fig. 4 �corresponding to the
five-level scheme used in Ref. �15��. Since both results look
exactly the same, it seems that the addition of one more level
and one more field to the four-level ladder-type system in the
way as in Ref. �15� gives no contribution to the FWM en-
hancement. However, we must point out that such a conclu-
sion is valid only for the system parameters chosen above.
For different system parameters the FWM conversion effi-
ciency will be different. Figure 5 shows the result of � as a
function of the dimensionless optical depth by choosing dif-
ferent �c and �4 but keeping other parameters the same as
those used in Fig. 4. We see that in this case the FWM

FIG. 3. �Color online� The FWM conversion efficiency � as a
function of the dimensionless optical depth Na�01z. The solid
�dashed� line is the result of with �without� EIT effect.

FIG. 4. �Color online� The FWM conversion efficiencies � as
functions of the dimensionless optical depth Na�01z for different
schemes. Dashed line: five-level system �Ref. �15��. Dot-dashed
line: five-level tripod system �Ref. �17��. For illustration, the �
value for the five-level tripod system �Ref. �17�� has been amplified
103 times. Parameters used are the same as in Fig. 3.
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conversion efficiency of five-level scheme is higher than that
of the four-level ladder-type one.

V. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

To demonstrate the generating process of the FWM in our
six-level tripod system, we have made a detailed numerical

simulation starting directly from Eqs. �1a�–�1f� by a fourth-
order Runge-Kutta method combining a finite difference ap-
proach. In Fig. 6 we have plotted the result of the simulation
for the dimensionless pump wave �p	 and the FWM wave
�m	 for different propagation distance z, with the initial con-
dition �p�0, t�=1.0 exp�−�t /	�2�, �m�0, t�=0, and the other
system parameters being the same as in Fig. 2. Lines 1, 2, 3,
4 in the figure denote the pulse shape for z=0, 0.4, 1.2, and
2 mm, respectively. From the figure we see clearly that as z
increases an energy transfer from the pump wave to the
FWM wave occurs. Due to the dispersion effect of the sys-
tem there are some small radiations appearing in the tails of
both waves.

To test our approximated analytical calculation presented
in Sec. III, we have made an additional numerical simulation
for the FWM solution under the conditions specified in the
last section. As in Fig. 6 we assume the envelope of input
pump wave is a Gaussian wave packet.

The calculating result of the waveforms of the pump and
the FWM fields are shown, respectively, in Figs. 7�a� and
7�b�, with the system parameters the same as in Fig. 6. In
both panels of the figure, the dashed �solid� line is the ana-
lytical �numerical� solution after the wave propagates to the
distance z=2 mm. We see that the analytical solution agrees
fairly with the numerical one except for some radiations ap-
pearing in the tails of the numerical solution, which originate

FIG. 5. �Color online� The FWM conversion efficiencies � as
functions of the dimensionless optical depth Na�01z for different
schemes. The dashed line is for a five-level system �corresponding
to Ref. �15��. The dot-dashed line is for a four-level ladder system
�corresponding to Ref. �16��. The solid line is the result for our
six-level tripod system. Here we have chosen �c	=122, �4	
=3.0, and other parameters are kept the same as those used in Fig.
4.

FIG. 6. �Color online� Numerical simulation of the FWM gen-
eration in the six-level tripod system. Panel �a� �panel �b�� is dimen-
sionless pump wave �p	 �FWM wave �m	� for different propaga-
tion distance z. Lines 1, 2, 3, 4 are the pulse shape for z=0, 0.4, 1.2,
and 2 mm, respectively. Here t�= t /	 and the parameters used are
the same as in Fig. 2.

FIG. 7. �Color online� Numerical solutions of the pump and
FWM fields by directly integrating Eqs. �1a�–�1f�. In both panels of
the figure, the dashed �solid� line is the analytical �numerical� result
after the pump wave ��p	, panel �a�� and the FWM wave ��m	,
panel �b�� propagate to the distance z=2 mm. Here t�= t /	 and the
parameters used are the same as in Fig. 2.
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from the high-order nonadiabatic �dispersion� effects ne-
glected in the analytical approach.

In summary, in this work we have proposed a scheme for
obtaining a high-efficiency FWM in an ultraslow propaga-
tion regime in a six-level tripod system by using a double-
dark resonance and multiphoton destructive interference in-
duced transparency. We have demonstrated both analytically
and numerically that the wave mixing process with a weak
pump wave �p mediated by electromagnetically induced
transparency and thereby propagating with an extremely
slow group velocity may lead to a significant enhancement of
the internally generated FWM wave �m, which has a
matched group velocity with the pump wave when propagat-
ing deeply inside the medium. We have shown that the FWM
conversion efficiency in such a system is much higher than

those obtained from the five-level and five-level-tripod
schemes reported recently in the literature. Practically, it is
hopeful to use this scheme to generate coherent short-
wavelength radiation in optical thick media at very low
pump intensity.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank L. Deng for many useful discussions and sug-
gestions. This work was supported by the Key Development
Program for Basic Research of China under Grants No.
2005CB724508 and No. 2006CB921104, by the NSF China
under Grants No. 10434060, No. 90403008, and No.
10674060, and by the Program for Changjiang Scholars and
Innovative Research Team of Chinese Ministry of Education.

�1� R. W. Boyd, Nonlinear Optics �Academic, New York, 2003�.
�2� S. E. Harris, Phys. Today 50 �7�, 36 �1997�.
�3� M. Fleischhauer, A. Imamoglu, and J. P. Marangos, Rev. Mod.

Phys. 77, 633 �2005�, and references therein.
�4� Y. Wu and L. Deng, Phys. Rev. Lett. 93, 143904 �2004�.
�5� G. Huang, L. Deng, and M. Payne, Phys. Rev. E 72, 016617

�2005�; G. Huang, K. Jiang, M. Payne, and L. Deng, ibid. 73,
056606 �2006�.

�6� L. Deng, M. Payne, G. Huang, and E. Hagley, Phys. Rev. E
72, 055601�R� �2005�.

�7� C. Hang, G. Huang, and L. Deng, Phys. Rev. E 73, 036607
�2006�; C. Hang, G. Huang, and L. Deng, ibid. 74, 046601
�2006�.

�8� J. Wang, C. Hang, and G. Huang, Phys. Lett. A 366, 528
�2007�.

�9� S. E. Harris and L. V. Hau, Phys. Rev. Lett. 82, 4611 �1999�.
�10� M. D. Lukin and A. Imamoglu, Phys. Rev. Lett. 84, 1419

�2000�.
�11� A. S. Zibrov, C. Y. Ye, Y. V. Rostovtsev, A. B. Matsko, and M.

O. Scully, Phys. Rev. A 65, 043817 �2002�.
�12� L. Deng, M. Kozuma, E. W. Hagley, and M. G. Payne, Phys.

Rev. Lett. 88, 143902 �2002�.
�13� L. Deng and M. G. Payne, Phys. Rev. A 68, 051801�R�

�2003�; M. G. Payne and L. Deng, Phys. Rev. Lett. 91, 123602

�2003�; L. Deng and M. G. Payne, ibid. 91, 243902 �2003�.
�14� A. B. Matsko, I. Novikova, R. G. Welck, and M. S. Zubairy,

Opt. Lett. 28, 96 �2003�.
�15� Y. Wu, J. Saldana, and Y. Zhu, Phys. Rev. A 67, 013811

�2003�.
�16� Y. Wu, M. G. Payne, E. W. Hagley, and L. Deng, Opt. Lett.

29, 2294 �2004�.
�17� Y. Niu, R. Li, and S. Gong, Phys. Rev. A 71, 043819 �2005�.
�18� M. D. Lukin, S. F. Yelin, M. Fleischhauer, and M. O. Scully,

Phys. Rev. A 60, 3225 �1999�.
�19� E. Paspalakis and P. L. Knight, J. Mod. Opt. 49, 87 �2002�;

Phys. Rev. A 66, 015802 �2002�.
�20� S. F. Yelin, V. A. Sautenkov, M. M. Kash, G. R. Welch, and M.

D. Lukin, Phys. Rev. A 68, 063801 �2003�.
�21� S. Jin, S. Gong, R. Li, and Z. Xu, Phys. Rev. A 69, 023408

�2004�.
�22� In fact, Im K− �Im K+� has a nonzero maximum �vanishing

minimum� at �=0 �see Fig. 2�.
�23� The case �c=�d=0 corresponds to the scheme presented in

Ref. �16�. In this situation there is a ladder-type substructure in
the system composed by the energy levels �j� �j=0,3 ,2 ,1� and
the optical fields �l �l= p ,b ,a� that can show a similar but
weak EIT effect.

HUI-JUN LI AND GUOXIANG HUANG PHYSICAL REVIEW A 76, 043809 �2007�

043809-6


